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As dozens of students scat¬ 
tered, a 16-year-old junior was 
snot to death yesterday^ a 
,5fiCJMid floor hallway ^stOak- 
lan^T echnical High Scho^^ ^ 
? t-’^assmate he had just beaten 
in a fistfight, police said. 

Some witnesses told police 
that the assailant shot Andre 
Gray in the back, causing him 
to collapse to the floor, then 


^Lctl tcu 


in school hallway 

over him and firorl 


stood over him and fired a sec 
ond shot into his chest. 

Gray died at Children’s Hos¬ 
pital at 11:30 a.m., a little ifiore 
than an.hQur'^fter being shot. 

It was the^second shooting in¬ 
cident on an Oakland school 
campus this year and the first 
homicide on a campus since 
1983. Both of the earlier inci¬ 
dents were at Fremont High 
School. 

Homicide Sgt. John Vargas 
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4351 Broadway occurred as 
students were walking to their 
third period classes. 

Vargas said the two youths 
started fighting, with Gray get¬ 
ting the upper hand before ac¬ 
quaintances of both broke it up. 

The suspect, his nose blood¬ 
ied, went to where two friends 
were holding a knapsack and 
pulled out a handgun from it. 

Vargas said the suspect 
started working his way 
through the dozens of students 
in the hallway toward Gray. 
When he got about five feet 
from Gray he opened fire, 
causing the other students 
present to run for cover. 

One 17-year-old Tech junior 
said when the shots were fired, 
“everybody started scattering. 
They just flew.” 

The crowd also included 
some students from Piedmont 
High School who were part of 
an exchange program, authori¬ 
ties said. 

Another student said several 
people fell in their effort to get 
out of the line of fire and were 
trampled in the rush of other 
panicked students. 

Vargas said the two holding 
the knapsack fled as soon as the 
suspect pulled out the gun. The 
suspect hed immediately after 
the shooting. 

Witnesses helped identify the 
suspect, a 17-vear-old Tech stu- 


friends. 

Lt. A1 Perrodin called the 
shooting “a dispute between 
two people which had nothing 
to do with the school.” 

Vargas said it was an isolat¬ 
ed incident which “in no way 
should reflect on the school ad¬ 
ministrators. There was no 
lack of security that led up to 
this,” he said. 

Word of the shooting quickly 
swept through the 1,800-stu¬ 
dent campus. Although classes 
were not dismissed, many stu¬ 
dents left school immediately 
afterwards and parents and 
other relatives arrived to pick 
up others. 

The incident was a blow to so 
far successful efforts to im¬ 
prove the image of Oakland 
Tech, which was reopened just 
three years ago after a $10.3 
nndllion rehabilitation to make 
it earthquake safe. The school 
won historical landmark status 
from the Oakland City Council 
earlier this year. 

Principal Dennis Chaconas, 
shaken by the shooting, said 
“We have a fine school which 
provides a solid educational op¬ 
portunity.” 

Ree Atkins, came to the 
school to take her 13-year-old 
daughter home, but only be¬ 
cause the girl was upset, she 
said. She said her daughter, a 
freshman, would be back in 
school today. 
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teer on carnpus. “What hap^ . 
pened is jiist one of those 
things.” 

Some students said the prob- 
lems were tied to a small group 
of students involved in drugs '' 
and gangs who, as one student 
said, “just feel they have to be 
the baddest.”' 

Other students said the at- “ 
mosphere around campus has " 
been good. 

A 17-year-old senior said the 
school has “quieted down a 
lot.” The administration, she 
said, has tried to “put out the 
kids that cause trouble.” 

Her friend, also 17, said Tech 
“has come up a lot. It used to be 
terrible but now everybody's 
trying to make it better.” 

One of those trying to make 
it better is Jesus Lopez, a 17- 
year-old senior who is part of 
the school’s leadership class. 

He said the class, made up of 
about 20 students including stu¬ 
dent body officers, in an effort 
to instill “more interest and 
more pride” in the school has 
been trying to get more activi¬ 
ties going. 

He said a recent football 
homecoming was one of the 
best ever held at Tech because 
more people participated. 

Yesterday’s shooting, he 
said, “is going to set us back at 
least 10 years. That’s the same 
reputation Tech had in thr 
7Qs.” 
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But some sttiAnts do bring 
weapons to schoJ • hen they are 
angry with fell* students or 
school staff. 


Police said ttl 
was the case Iasi 
13-year-old stud^ 
administrators i 
Junior High Schoc 
shotgun. 

No one was hi 
dent. 
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special em- 
lil campaigns 
and commu- 


nity meetings that to ex¬ 
plain the district’s dipiplinary 
code to every public stu¬ 
dent and parent. 

Lawson said she (»pects to 
conduct workshops oii the issue 
in the coming weeks! She said 
school officials are Consulting 
law enforcement speJiUsts and 
will consider various (strategies 
to combat the gun problem. She 
declined to name ai* specific 
programs under disciJaion. 

Tryon said he didj not know 
whether the district #ould ever 
consider installing nii^l detec- 
tore at school entran^. 

“Obviously sometiing needs 


to be done,” he said. “But (to 
search students) school officials 
have to have a reasonable cause 
to believe that a crime is being 
or will be committed ... 

We can’t reasonably search 
every student who walks into 
school every morning.” 

Tryon said yesterday’s shooting 
was apparently the culmination 
of a dispute that developed out¬ 
side school during the weekend. 

Things that occur on week¬ 
ends tend to spill over,” he said 
sadly. 

“If only we could be alerted to 
possible problems before school 
begins on Monday.” 
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, friends despair 
over student’s slaying 

*'One day he*s here, the nexJ: 
he's not. 

He came to school without 
giving a thought, 

Will today be the day I die? 

How can there be joy on any 
other day. 

When someone takes anoth¬ 
er's life away?** 

Portions of a poem by 
daklanyT e^chnicaL Hig h -S chool 
studentnanTThomas, 16, writ¬ 
ten the day after her classmate 
Andre Gray was shot to death 
in a crowded school corridor. 

By Carol Brydolf 

The Tribune 

Charlotte Armstrong said 
yesterday she knew that her 16- 
year-old son Andre Gray was 
having problems with a class¬ 
mate at Oakland Technical 
High School in recent weeks. 

“He came to me about it. He 
Ltto>ii te*ihiiiii an d 
/ Armstrong said as sne sat 
surrounded by friends and fam¬ 
ily in her modest 34th Street 
bungalow. 

“That boy wanted to fight 
Andre,” she said. “He kept af¬ 
ter him.” 

The simmering dispute be¬ 
tween the two youths exploded 
Monday. Andre was shot to 
death after a fistfight with the 
17-year-old with whom he had 
tangled in the past. Police are 
still searching for Andre’s al¬ 
leged assailant and two of his 
friends. 

“He asked me, ‘Mama, what 
do you do when someone wants 
to fight you?’ ” Armstrong said. 
“I said, ‘You just walk away.’ 
And now I hear that he got shot 
in the back for walking away.” 













vnanone Armstrong niouras her son Andre Gray, with son Leronne and dau^hr^at^e’^e”''’"'" 


weapons to school. 'You don't 
tight with fists anymore, you fight with guns.' 

- Oakland Tech student Liticia Johnson 


Armstrong said she had 
eluded that the problems 
tween the two youths stemi 
from rivalry. She agreed \ 
Andre s classmates and te< 
ers that her son wasn’t the t 
of person who would pic 
fight. 


She said she doesn’t blame 
the killer or the school, which 
she believes is an excellent one. 

But she despairs at the 
thought that disputes between 
children can escalate into such 
tragic violence. 

“To hear that a child can get 


up in the morning with such 
evil in his heart and leave home 
with a gun in his hand ...” she 
said, shaking her head. 

“Something has got to be 
done. This child was a good 
child, a quiet child. It could be 
anyone’s child next time. 

I feel its a sad thing for a 
child to feel such envy and jeal¬ 
ousy that he is violently out of 
control.” 

At Oakland Tech yesterday 
the mood was also somber as 
students and staff tried to 
make sense of Monday’s trage- 


The campus flags flew 
half-staff. Students remt 
bered their classmate in a i 
ment of silence at the stari 
the school day, and the norn 
ly raucus and crowded h< 
ways were quiet and aim 
empty between classes. 

Many parents kept their cl 
dren home. Many of the s 
dents who went to classes s; 
they had trouble concentrati 
on their studies. Some teach< 
canceled regular lesson pla 
and encouraged students- 
talk about'Uieir feelings. 

“We had gotten to the poi 
where we th%ht we were j 
oasis - that ^ were not co 


nected to the rl 


sock 

said Dennis Chaosofes, Oak 
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By Ruud Van der Veer 

Th9 Tribune 


Three days after the fatal 
shooting of a 16-year-old student 
at Oakland Technical Hig h 

SchMl-ro-pafints of future st^ 
dcnts-from Claremont Middle 
School came to check the mood 
and the curriculum at the school 
last night. 

They met a spirit of positive 
defiance, a refusal to let this 
tragedy affect the school’s mo¬ 
mentum in educational achieve- 

That spirit was expressed 
again and again by a school 
board member, the school s prin¬ 
cipal, a teacher and a parent. 

School board member Kath¬ 
leen Crawford, who represents 
District 2 in which Technical 
H igh is 

schools issue.” , j. * ■ ♦ 

She said the school district is 
doing the best job that can be 
done” to prevent tragedies. 

“The issue is, do we have a 
.safe society?” Crawford asked. 

soci^ glamorizes vio- 
see it on TV ev- 
teaches young 
^ay to resolve 
i6pl someone/' 

See TECH, Page B-2 
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said Principal Dennis Chaconas 

yets three 

?pir.e that I had when I auendld 
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InH '"®' the students 

t^haconas re- 
Sit o”g'nal challenge he 
faced, a school with 85 percent 
of Its students living outside the 
neighborhood, tes/scotftl!t 

were at rock bottom*' and 
rnorale that was zip.** 

to education is the 
students — are they happy are 
they receiving a quality edu?a 


c!, they have school 

ahh'-’^’ * 1 .“*® principal said, 
adding that Oakland Tech stu¬ 
dents can boast of all these qual¬ 
ities today. ^ 

Test scores are up and keep 
going up 5 percent to 6 percent 
fhf c rf'"’ Chaconas said. And 
tne Scholastic Achievement Test 
scores are doing even better; up 
.15 percent in reading and 30 per¬ 
cent in mathematics. 

‘‘When you see those kinds of 
achievement, you know we’re 
going in the right direction, 
we re on the move and we’ll con¬ 
tinue to be on the move,” Cha¬ 
conas pledged. 

Dodie Lindsay, the parent of a 
girl attending Oakland Tech 
said: ‘‘It would be a tragedy upon 
a tragedy if we allowed this trag¬ 
ic event to divert the momentum 
at our school — we won’t let it.” 
Lindsay said she sees two 
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potentially dangerous aspect of 


CORRECTIONS & 

clarifications 

In a story in Wednesday’s 
Tribune about a Christmas party 
for Oakland youngsters spon¬ 
sored by the Red Cross Youth 
Committee, it was incorrectly 
reported that Coca-Cola Co. was 
donating treats for the event. 
Pepsi Cola Co. is making the do¬ 
nations. 










